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ABSTRACT 
A total of 331 Emiquon Preserve hunters were sent a 4-page questionnaire, and we 
received a total of 148 responses (47%)—141 of which were useable. Hunters reported spending 
562 days afield at Emiquon Preserve as compared to 184 in the North Zone, 1910 in the Central 
Zone, 42 in the South Central Zone, and 19 in the South Zone. A total of 352 mallards and 845 
other ducks were harvested at Emiquon Preserve. We discuss hunter expectations and 
satisfaction with the Emiquon Preserve along with hunter effort and trends for the 2012 duck 
season.   
OBJECTIVE 
To survey duck hunters at Emiquon Preserve annually to determine their activities, 
harvests, characteristics, and opinions.  
 
METHODS 
In an effort to monitor hunter satisfaction and better manage the hunting regime at 
Emiquon Preserve, a 4-page Emiquon Duck Hunting Evaluation Survey was mailed to hunters 
who participated in the Emiquon 2012 fall season. Recipients were mailed a self-administered, 4-
page questionnaire (Appendix A), initial cover letter (Appendix B), and postage-paid return 
envelope on 01 May 2013. This mailing was followed with a thank you/reminder postcard on 16 
May 2013. A second questionnaire, cover letter (Appendix C), and return envelope were mailed 
to non-respondents on 30 May 2013; a second thank you/reminder postcard was mailed on 18 
June 2013. The initial sample of 331 recipients was reduced to 318 due to undeliverable 
addresses (4%). Of the remaining 148 surveys received, 141 were deemed useable (44%). Data 
were coded, entered, and analyzed using SPSS 20.0 (SPSS Inc. 2011).  
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RESULTS 
Duck Hunter Expectations at Emiquon Preserve in 2012 
Hunters were asked to rate their expectations of the 2012 duck season at Emiquon 
Preserve for seven factors; factors were ranked on a scale of 1=“Far Below Expectations” to 
5=“Far Above Expectations.” Hunters most frequently indicated “Matched Expectations” 
(37.2%) to the factor “Number of ducks you saw”; the following highest frequencies indicated 
were “Below Expectations” (29.7%) and “Above Expectations” (21.4%). A majority of hunters 
also felt that the “Site selection procedure” “Matched Expectations” (72.9%). More hunters felt 
that the “Shooting opportunities during [their] hunt” were “Below Expectations” (36.4%) than 
“Matched Expectations” (27.3%); 18.2% felt that “shooting opportunities” were “Far Below 
Expectations,” and 14.0% felt they were “Above Expectations.” The fourth factor, “Number of 
ducks that migrated through Emiquon,” received a response of “Matched Expectations” by 
42.1% of participants. Half of participants (50.7%) felt that the “Waterfowl habitat at Emiquon” 
“Matched Expectations” for the 2012 duck season; approximately one quarter felt this factor was 
“Above Expectations” (22.5%). “Competition with other hunters for sites,” the sixth factor, 
received the response “Matched Expectations” from 62.9% of participants; 16.8% and 10.5% 
responded “Above Expectations” and “Below Expectations,” respectively. The most frequent 
response for the final factor, “Number of ducks you harvested,” was “Below Expectations” 
(30.6%) closely followed by “Far Below Expectations” (27.8%) and “Matched Expectations” 
(25.0%) (Table 1).  
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Table 1.  Please rate your expectations with the 2012 duck season at Emiquon Preserve for each 
of the following by circling the number that matches your response. 
 Far Below 
Expectations 
Below 
Expectations 
Matched 
Expectations 
Above 
Expectations 
Far Above 
Expectations 
Number of ducks 
you saw 
N=145 
9.0 29.7 37.2 21.4 2.8 
Site selection 
procedure 
N=144 
1.4 8.3 72.9 14.6 2.8 
Shooting 
opportunities 
during your hunt 
N= 143 
 
 
18.2 
 
 
36.4 
 
 
27.3 
 
 
14.0 
 
 
4.2 
Number of ducks 
that migrated 
through Emiquon 
N=145 
 
 
5.5 
 
 
18.6 
 
 
42.1 
 
 
24.1 
 
 
9.7 
Waterfowl habitat 
at Emiquon 
N= 142 
2.8 12.0 50.7 22.5 12.0 
Competition with 
other hunters for 
sites 
N=143 
 
 
3.5 
 
 
10.5 
 
 
62.9 
 
 
16.8 
 
 
6.3 
Number of ducks 
you harvested 
N=144 
27.8 30.6 25.0 14.6 2.1 
 
Duck Hunter Satisfaction at Emiquon Preserve in 2012 
 Hunters were then asked to rate their satisfaction of the 2012 duck season at Emiquon 
Preserve for the same seven factors. Greater than 40% of participants indicated they were 
“Satisfied” with the “Number of ducks [they] saw” (43.8%); one quarter (25.3%) indicated they 
were “Dissatisfied.” Sixty-five percent of participants responded “Satisfied” to the “Site 
selection procedure”; another 20.7% indicated they were unsure. Participants answered 
“Dissatisfied” slightly more frequently than “Satisfied” to the factor “Shooting opportunities 
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during your hunt” (35.6% and 27.4%, respectively). Over half of participants indicated they were 
“Satisfied” or “Very Satisfied” with the “Number of ducks that migrated through Emiquon” 
(55.6%); approximately one quarter indicated they were “Unsure” (24.3%) and 16.7% indicated 
they were “Dissatisfied.” High frequencies of hunter participants were “Satisfied” or “Very 
Satisfied” with the “Waterfowl habitat at Emiquon” (52.4% and 20.7%, respectively). The most 
frequent response for participants was “Satisfied” (43.4%) with the factor “Competition with 
other hunters for sites”; “Unsure” (24.8%) and “Dissatisfied” (21.4%) received the next highest 
response rates. Over fifty percent of participants were “Dissatisfied” or “Very Dissatisfied” with 
the “Number of ducks [they] harvested” (56%); however, 29.9% indicated they were satisfied 
(Table 2).  
Table 2.   Please rate your satisfaction with the 2012 duck season at Emiquon Preserve for each 
of the following by circling the number that matches your response. 
 Very 
Dissatisfied Dissatisfied Unsure Satisfied 
Very 
Satisfied 
Number of ducks you saw 
N=146 
7.5 25.3 11.0 43.8 12.3 
Site selection procedure 
N=145 
0.7 4.8 20.7 65.5 8.3 
Shooting opportunities 
during your hunt 
N= 146 
13.7 35.6 14.4 27.4 8.9 
Number of ducks that 
migrated through Emiquon 
N=144 
3.5 16.7 24.3 38.2 17.4 
Waterfowl habitat at 
Emiquon 
N= 145 
2.1 9.0 15.9 52.4 20.7 
Competition with other 
hunters for sites 
N=145 
4.8 21.4 24.8 43.4 5.5 
Number of ducks you 
harvested 
N=144 
24.3 31.9 6.3 29.9 7.6 
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Duck Hunter Harvest Data 
 A majority of hunters (89.0%) indicated that they hunted ducks at other locations in 
Illinois other than Emiquon Preserve during the 2012 season (Figure 1). Participants hunted at 
Emiquon Preserve a total of 562 days; 352 mallards and 845 other ducks were harvested on the 
preserve. Of the other zones in Illinois (North, Central, South Central, and South), the Central 
Zone exhibited the largest number of days hunted (1,910), mallards harvested (1,477), and ducks 
harvested (1,932). The North, South Central, and South Zones experienced fewer days hunted 
(184, 42, 19 respectively), mallards harvested (159, 35, 18), and other ducks harvested (195, 70, 
7) (Table 3).  
 
Figure 1. Indication of whether participants hunted ducks in Illinois outside of Emiquon Preserve 
in 2012 
 
Table 3.   Total Reported Harvest 
Location Number of Days 
Hunted 
Mallards Harvested Other ducks 
Harvested 
Emiquon 562 352 845 
North Zone 184 159 195 
Central Zone 1910 1477 1932 
South Central Zone 42 35 70 
South Zone 19 18 7 
N=146   
89% 
11% 
Yes
No
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Duck Hunting Effort 
 Participants compared the amount of time they spent duck hunting in 2012 to the amount 
of time they spent duck hunting in the last five years. The most frequent response indicated was 
“No Change” (22.6%) followed closely by “Decreased Slightly” (20.3%); “Increased Slightly,” 
“Decreased Moderately,” and “Decreased Considerably” had lower, but similar response rates 
(16.5%, 12.8%, and 14.3%, respectively) (Figure 2). If a participant had responded that their 
duck hunting effort increased in 2012, they were asked to indicate what it was due to; 
approximately 30% of participants responded “Hunting partners” (29.5%), and 26.0% responded 
“More free time.” Less frequently, “Hunted other species less such as deer, etc” (16.4%), “More 
places to hunt” (16.4%), and “More money” (11.6%) were chosen (Figure 3). On the opposite 
end of the spectrum, those who indicated their duck hunting effort had decreased in 2012 also 
indicated reasons why their effort has decreased; “Not enough ducks” was the most frequent 
answer (32.2%) followed by “Unable to be drawn for blind” (25.3%) and “Difficulty finding a 
place to hunt close to home” (20.5%) (Figure 4). Participants who indicated “Other” for the 
previous factor wrote in their responses for why their duck hunting effort decreased in 2012; the 
most frequent response was “No water/drought/river low” (8 responses) (Table 4).  
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Figure 2.Time spent duck hunting in 2012 as compared to the previous 5 years.  
 
 
Figure 3. Participant reasons for increased duck hunting effort in 2012. 
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Decreased Considerably
Decreased Moderately
Decreased Slightly
No change
Increased Slightly
Increased Moderately
Increased Considerably
0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35
Addition of 4th zone
Better health
Convenience of hunting 2 zones
Season dates match duck migrations
Different equipment
More ducks
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More places to hunt
Hunted other species less such as deer
More free time
Hunting partners
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Figure 4. Participant reasons for decreased duck hunting effort in 2012. 
 
Table 4.   If your duck hunting effort decreased in 2012, was it due to: 
Other responses  n % 
 
No water/drought/river low 8 38.1 
Weather 3 14.3 
Too much feed spread in wrong areas/lack of feed 3 14.3 
Season needs to start later/season dates wrong  2 9.5 
No/less money 2 9.5 
Enough natural food 1 4.8 
Newborn child 1 4.8 
Poor sites 1 4.8 
 
Hunter Information 
 The most frequent county that participants came from was Tazewell County (50), 
followed by Peoria (24), Mason (21), and Fulton Counties (18); a few participants were from 
outside Illinois (1 each from Indiana, Iowa, Missouri, and South Dakota) (Table 5). 
Approximately half of participants were under the age of 31 (53.8%); 41.3% indicated they fell 
0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35
Health problems
Lack of interest
Regulations too complicated
Too many regulations
Lack of hunting partners
Poor economy
Lack of free time
Difficult finding a place to hunt close to home
Unable to be drawn for blind
Not enough ducks
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within the “31 through 60” age range (Table 6). A vast majority of participants were male 
(99.3%) with less than one percent (0.7%) being female (Figure 5).  
Table 5. Distribution of hunters by county and state.  
County n County n County n 
Bureau 2 McLean 2 Sangamon 4 
Cass 1 Madison 2 Tazewell 50 
Christian 3 Mason 21 Winnebago 1 
Fulton 18 Menard 2 Woodford 3 
Kane 2 Montgomery 1 Indiana 1 
Kendall 1 Morgan 2 Iowa 1 
Logan 1 Ogle 1 Missouri 1 
McDonough 1 Peoria 24 South Dakota 1 
 
 
Table 6. Distribution of hunters by age.  
 % 
Less than 31 53.8 
31 through 60 41.3 
Greater than 60 4.9 
 
 
Figure 5. Participant gender distribution. 
 
 
 
99% 
1% 
Male
Female
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 When asked “How many total years have you hunted ducks?” participants most 
frequently answered between 6 and 10 or greater than 20 (both 26.6%); the next most common 
answer was between 11 and 20 followed by less than 6 years (Figure 6). Correspondingly, 
hunters indicated they’ve hunted ducks in Illinois for a similar number of years; 26.6% indicated 
they’ve hunted between 6 and 10 years or greater than 20 years, 23.8% indicated less than 6 
years, and 23.1% indicated between 11 and 20 years in Illinois (Figure 7). Nearly ninety percent 
of participants (89.4%) indicated they used a battery-operated spinning-wing decoy while 
hunting in 2012 (Figure 8). 
 
Figure 6. Total number of participant years duck hunting.  
23% 
26% 
24% 
27% 
Less than 6
6 through 10
11 through 20
Greater than 20
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Figure 7. Total number of participant years duck hunting in Illinois. 
 
 
 
Figure 8. Hunter use of battery-operated spinning-wing decoy in 2012.  
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Appendix A 
2012 Emiquon Duck Hunting  
Evaluation Survey 
 
 
 
 
 
The Illinois Natural History Survey 
        
 The Department of Natural Resources is requesting disclosure of information that is necessary to 
accomplish the statutory purpose as outlined under the Illinois Compiled Statutes, The Wildlife Code, 
Chapter 520.  Disclosure of information is voluntary. 
ALL RESPONSES ARE CONFIDENTIAL 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR COOPERATION! 
Postage-paid return envelope provided 
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Section 1.  2012 Duck Season at Emiquon Preserve.   Please tell us about your hunting experience during the 
2012 duck season at Emiquon Preserve.  Please report your answers to the following using only your 
personal experience. 
1.  Please rate your EXPECTATIONS with the 2012 duck season at Emiquon Preserve for each of the 
following by circling the number that matches your response. 
  
Far Below 
Expectations 
 
Below 
Expectations 
 
Matched 
Expectations 
 
Above 
Expectations 
 
Far Above 
Expectations 
Number of ducks you 
saw. 
1 2 3 4 5 
Site selection procedure. 1 2 3 4 5 
Shooting opportunities 
during your hunt. 
1 2 3 4 5 
Number of ducks that 
migrated through 
Emiquon. 
 
1 
 
2 
 
3 
 
4 
 
5 
Waterfowl habitat at 
Emiquon. 
1 2 3 4 5 
Competition with other 
hunters for sites. 
 
1 
 
2 
 
3 
 
4 
 
5 
Number of ducks you 
harvested. 
1 2 3 4 5 
 
2.  Please rate your SATISFACTION with the 2012 duck season at Emiquon Preserve for each of the 
following by circling the number that matches your response. 
 Very    
Dissatisfied 
 
Dissatisfied 
 
Unsure 
 
Satisfied 
Very 
Satisfied 
Number of ducks you saw. 1 2 3 4 5 
Site selection procedure. 1 2 3 4 5 
Shooting opportunities during your hunt. 1 2 3 4 5 
Number of ducks that migrated through 
Emiquon. 
 
1 
 
2 
 
3 
 
4 
 
5 
Waterfowl habitat at Emiquon. 1 2 3 4 5 
Competition with other hunters for sites.  
1 
 
2 
 
3 
 
4 
 
5 
Number of ducks you harvested. 1 2 3 4 5 
3.  Please report number of days hunted and harvest at Emiquon Preserve. 
Number of  
Days Hunted  
Total Mallards 
Harvested  
Total Other Ducks 
Harvested 
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Section 2.  Other Duck Hunting.   Please tell us about your other duck hunting experiences during the 2012 
duck season.  Please report your answers to the following using only your personal experience. 
1.  Did you hunt ducks in Illinois at locations other than Emiquon Preserve during the 2012 season? 
      _____ Yes (Please report harvest in the following table.)       _____ No (Please go to Section 3.) 
 
Please report number of days hunted harvest in the table below. 
 DO NOT include September teal season. 
 DO NOT include number of days if ducks were killed while goose hunting, but include the harvest of those ducks. 
 DO NOT include number of days or harvest from Emiquon Preserve. 
Zone Hunted 
Number of  
Days Hunted  
Total Mallards 
Harvested  
Total Other Ducks 
Harvested 
North Zone    
Central Zone    
South Central Zone    
South Zone    
 
2.  How did the amount of time you spent duck hunting during the 2012 season compare to the last 5 years?  
Please circle the number that matches your response. 
  Decreased             Decreased    Decreased       No          Increased        Increased          Increased 
Considerably           Moderately      Slightly   Change         Slightly       Moderately       Considerably 
      1       2           3        4    5             6    7 
3.  If your duck hunting effort increased in 2012, was it due to: (Please check all that apply). 
 
____ more free time  ____ more ducks  ____ hunting partners 
____ more money  ____ different equipment ____ convenience of hunting 2 zones 
____ more places to hunt ____ better health  ____ season dates match duck migrations 
____ addition of 4th zone ____ hunted other species less such as deer, etc. 
____ other (please explain):___________________ 
 
4. If your duck hunting effort decreased in 2012, was it due to: (Please check all that apply). 
____ lack of free time   ____ not enough ducks  ____ poor economy   
____ lack of hunting partners  ____ health problems   ____ too many regulations  
____ regulations too complicated  ____ unable to be drawn for blind ____ lack of interest 
____ difficulty finding a place to hunt close to home 
____ other (please explain):___________________  
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Section 3.  Hunter Information.   It is important to understand who hunts ducks in Illinois.  Please tell us a 
little about yourself. 
 
1. What is your county of residence?   __________________  County 
2. Please give your age.   _____ years 
3. Please give your gender.   _____ male   _____ female   _____ prefer not to respond 
4. How many years total have you hunted ducks?    _____ years 
5. How many years have you hunted ducks in Illinois?  _____ years 
6. Did you use a battery-operated spinning-wing decoy while duck hunting in 2012?  
      ____ Yes       ____ No 
 
Comments 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RETURN ENVELOPE IS PROVIDED – POSTAGE-PAID 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR TIME AND ASSISTANCE! 
Your input will help us understand more about hunters and hunting at Emiquon Preserve
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Appendix B 
                                                                                                                                       
                                                                                                        
                     
 
April 30, 2013 
 
 
Dear Emiquon Preserve Hunter, 
 
As a waterfowl hunter who hunted at Emiquon Preserve during the 2012-13 waterfowl hunting 
season, we ask that you please take a few minutes to complete the enclosed questionnaire about 
your hunting activities at Emiquon Preserve and throughout Illinois. 
 
This study is conducted by Illinois Natural History Survey.  Results of this study will help 
Emiquon Preserve managers make decisions to improve hunting opportunities and to better 
manage the Preserve’s duck and goose populations. Your responses are completely confidential.  
Your response to this questionnaire is completely voluntary, and by responding you will help us 
effectively manage waterfowl and hunting in Illinois. 
 
This survey is limited to Emiquon Preserve hunters.  Please take a few minutes to complete the 
enclosed questionnaire.  A stamped envelope is provided for you to return the questionnaire to 
us. If you have questions about this survey please call 217-244-5121. 
 
Thank you for your time and assistance with this study. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1816 South Oak Street,  
Champaign, Illinois 61820 USA   
ILLINOIS NATURAL HISTORY SURVEY 
Prairie Research Institute 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 
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Appendix C 
                                                                                                                                       
                                                                                                        
            
May 24, 2013 
 
 
Dear Emiquon Preserve Hunter, 
 
As a waterfowl hunter who hunted at Emiquon Preserve, you have been asked to provide 
information about your waterfowl hunting activities.  We recently mailed you a survey 
questionnaire regarding your hunting experiences at Emiquon Preserve and throughout Illinois 
during the 2012 waterfowl season.  We have not received your completed questionnaire at this 
time.  Maybe you recently mailed the questionnaire and it has not yet arrived in our office. If you 
have returned the questionnaire, we thank you. 
 
If you have not returned your completed questionnaire to us, please do so as soon as 
possible.  We have enclosed another copy, if perhaps you misplaced the first one.  The 
information you and other hunters provide is vital for proper management of the Emiquon 
Preserve and allows us to safeguard waterfowl populations while maximizing hunting 
opportunities. 
 
Please take a few minutes to complete the enclosed questionnaire.  A stamped envelope is 
provided for you to return the questionnaire to us. If you have questions about this survey please 
call 217-244-5121. 
 
Thank you for your time and assistance with this study. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1816 South Oak Street,  
Champaign, Illinois 61820 USA   
ILLINOIS NATURAL HISTORY SURVEY 
Prairie Research Institute 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 
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